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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
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“Y” schedules spring 
classes 

 
The St. Matthews area “Y” will 
begin a 12-week spring series of 
in-formal education classes be-
ginning the week of Feb. 26. 
 
Three classes are open to non-Y 
members as well as “Y” mem-
bers, however, “Y” members 
will receive reduced rates for 
each class. 
 
In order to register for a class or 
for further information on may 
call TW 5-2443. 
 
Classes which will be open are:  
Beginner and Intermediate 
Bridge, Oil Painting; Typing:  
adult and Teen Age Charm, Be-
ginner and Intermediate Golf; 
Beginner Millinery; Hula Danc-
ing; Adult Ballroom Dancing; 
Conversational Spanish; Figure 
Control; Notehand; Youth Ball-
room dancing, and Children’s 
art. 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1962 

May 24, 1962 

June 7, 1962 

 

June 7, 1962 

June 14, 1962 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1962 

June 28, 1962 

 

July 5, 1962 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1962 

September 13, 1962 

September 13, 1962 

 September 6, 1962 

November 22, 1962 

December 6, 1962 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1962 

November 29, 1962 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1963 

January 10, 1963 

January 10, 1963 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1963 

 
February 14, 1963 

 

February 21, 1963 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1963 

February 28, 1963 

March 21, 1963 

February 28, 1963 

April 4, 1963 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1963 

May 9, 1963 

April 25, 1963 

April 18, 1963 

June 6, 1963 

June 6, 1963 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1963 

September 12, 1963 

June 13, 1963 June 27, 1963 

July 18, 1963 

 

September 19, 1963 

September 26, 1963 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1963/1964 

November 14, 1963 

January 9, 1964 

 January 9, 1964 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 

 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964 

January 16, 1964  



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964 

January 23, 1964 

February 6 1964 

January 23, 1964 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964 

March 19, 1964 

February 13, 1964 

 
March 12 1964 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964 

April 30, 1964 

May 7, 1964 

May 14, 1964 

April 16, 1964 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964 

June 4, 1964 

June 11, 1964 

September 3, 1964 

 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964 

September 3, 1964 

November 5,, 1964 
September 17, 1964 

 
October 1, 1964 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1964/1965 

January 14, 1965 January 21, 1965 

December 10, 1964 

 

October 8, 1964 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

April 1, 1965 

March 25, 1965 

February 11, 1965 

March 25, 1965 
Need rest of article 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

June 3, 1965 

June 3, 1965 

 May 20, 1965 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

June 10, 1965 

June 17, 1965 

June 10, 1965 

June 17, 1965 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

October 14, 1965 
September 9, 1965 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

November 18, 1965 

 
December 16, 1965 



From The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

December 30, 1965 

 

December 23, 1965 

 December 23, 1965 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

January 13, 1966 

 

January 13, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

January 27, 1966 

January 27, 1966 

 

January 20, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

January 20, 1966 

 

 

January 27, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

 
February 10, 1966 

 
February 17, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

March 10, 1966 

 

 

February 24, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

 

March 17, 1966 

March 17, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

March 17, 1966 

 

 

 

March 24, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

 
March 31, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

 

 

 

April 7, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

 
April 14, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

 May 5, 1966 



June 9, 1966 

From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966 

June 9, 1966 

 

 

 

May 12, 1966 



From The Voice - Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1965 

June 9, 1966 

 May 26, 1966 



From The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1966/1967 

February 2, 1967 

January 19, 1967 

 July 7, 1966 

 

January 26, 1967 

 

February 16, 1967 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 

 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1967 

May 25, 1967 June 8, 1967 

April 13, 1967 

March 9, 1967 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 

 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1967 

June 8, 1967 

June 8, 1967 

 
June 15 1967 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1967 

September 14, 1967 September 28, 1967 

August 3,  1967 

 

 

September 14, 1967 

 

September 14, 1967 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1967/1968 

March 7, 1968 

January 18, 1968 

January 25, 1968 November 23, 1967  need article 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:               1967/1968 

 

 

 

May 30, 1968 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1968 

May 30, 1968 March 28, 1968  March 7, 1968 

 

 

June 13, 1968 

 

June 13, 1968 

September 19, 1968 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1968 

October 17, 1968 November 7, 1968 

June 13, 1968 

September 19, 1968 

 November 14, 1968 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

February 13, 1969 

February 13, 1969 

February 27, 1969 



April 10, 1968 

April 3, 1969 

Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

 May 8, 1969 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 

 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

May 8, 1969 

 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

July 10, 1969 

June 26, 1969 

June 26, 1969 

 

 

June 19, 1969 

June 5, 1969 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

August 28, 1969 

June 5, 1969 

August 28, 1969 

July 24, 1969 

August 28, 1969 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                
 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

September 11, 1969 

September 4, 1969 

August 28, 1969 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

October 30, 1969 

 
October 16, 1969 

 

October 23,  1969 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

November 13, 1969 

November 4,  1969 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:                                

 
 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:                1969 

December 11,  1969 



From The Voice –Jeffersonian, April 9, 1970:                                
 

‘Y’ in third decade of serving the area   by Joyce Adams 
 
A “regeneration” and “rejuvenation” are being planned for the St. Matthews YMCA, now in its third decade of service to  
the community. 
 

“We’re, trying to get modern,” explained managing director James A. Armsworth. “AS everyone else says, ‘we’re on the 
threshold of a new decade.’ 
 
“The needs off kids have changed drastically,” he continued. Programs offered in 1950 “don’t go over as well now.” For 
example, he referred to Friday and day night teenage dances sponsored by the “Y” In the ‘50s. Games planned and a Juke-
box supplied music. “Kids today want a live band,” he and “you don’t program dances now.” 
 

The agency’s work with teenagers has “dropped off,” Armsworth said, adding we’re trying to rejuvenate the program. It is 
his idea that “traditional” approaches are no longer successful.” A “different style” high school program is needed, he be-
lieves, one which would focus on “what the kids want to do.” 
 

To this end, a junior high coed camping session has been planned for KEA week in April. This is part of an attempt to reach 
the young teens, he explained. 
 
“Where we are” in 1970 is a considerable distance from where the YMCA was in 1950. Just two years old then, the local 
branch had 477 boys and girls registered for a summer recreation program. Budgeted for that year’s expenses ‘was $13,079. 
For 1970, the total is $136,000. Citing other fiscal changes, Armsworth said the “Y’s” all-summer Day Camp program has 
a current budget of $25,000. 
 
Two dozen activities:  Although the director said “our image was built” on Y-Indian Guides, Gra-Y and Tri-Gra-Y, the St. 
Matthews branch recorded some two dozen different activities during the past year. 
 

Over the last 20 years, about 1,500 families have been involved in Indian Guides, he estimated. Indian Guides is a father—
son , “club-type” sports program which “include some crafts.” Indian Maidens is a similar mother-daughter ‘program also 
sponsored by the “Y.”  
 

Another early program which has retained its popularity is Gra-Y, had 295 sessions in 1951, Armsworth noted. Last year 
1,647 were recorded. Companion sports program, for elementary school girls is the Tri-Gra-Y. 
 
Third in the trio of what many consider the “Y’s” most popular offerings is day camping, which draws some boys and girls. 
 
Many of the adult programs have remained the same through the years, according to Mrs. Lorena Kaelin, a “Y” secretary 
since June, 1948. Among the informal classes which are still popular are bridge lessons, oil and china painting and ceram-
ics. Golf is among the relatively new offerings, she said. 
 

Holds first card: Mrs. Kaelin, who says she still, has her first “Y” family membership card, thinks the young people en-
rolled in “Y” programs “are about the same,” as they were two decades’ ago. But She agrees with Armsworth that their 
interests have changed.  
 

One difference is the interest in judo, she said. Before, “they might slug it out” in a “more informal-type fighting.” 
 

Although Mrs. Kaelin doesn’t think there are many “Y” activities now which “involve volunteers,” both she and Arms-
worth believe adults are still  willing to offer their help.  
 
Helping’ Armsworth direct the St. Matthews “Y” is a staff of three other professionals - two youth program directors and a 
physical director. Two full-time secretaries are employed, and l0 to 20 persons work part-time, “depending on the season,” 
he said. 
 

Besides, developing “more adult programs,” Armsworth said. Current activities available to youngsters include a pre - 
school camp during the summer, and Tumblebugs, a gym program for 4, 5 and 6—year-old children.  
 
Although the St. Matthews branch didn’t open until 1948, a program operated as an extension of the downtown YMCA was 
offered as early as 1946. 
 

Preceding its 1955 move to 4311 Norbourne Blvd., the “Y” had offices on  Shelbyville Road, in the building formerly 
housing Caudill Chevrolet. It also was headquartered for a time in the former rectory of the St. Matthew Episcopal Church, 
which stood at the corner of Westport Road and St. Matthews Ave. 
 

J. Pryor Wise, who now serves on the “Y’s” Board of Directors, was chairman of the group in 1950. Present chairman is 
Nick Brown. Managing director 20 years ago was Paul Herb. 

St. Matthews Y.M.C.A.:        1970          
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